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^, t;y, AB:X fr^jfc the reign of the Caliph Moawiya, that
"*.^-h-i!:b B:n Abu Suftra penetrated as far as Multan
-:^-.ru the ba:.ks of the Indus, and returned to Khorassan,
r-"v:*-.r v ?*T, v^ rrianv thousands of Hindus destined to
--ccr:;- Muharr:niada::= perforce. Eight years later,
A"jd:::!a. governor of Kufa. reduced to the faith much
: f r-ha: yet remained of Zoroastrian Persia. In A.D. 683,
Kha/.'L bin Abdul"a, governor of Seistan, was superseded
in his ^..vemnienu and entertaining doubts as to his pro-
r je::s of returning safely to Arabia through the lately
,::,r.c"iered realm of Persia, lie retired with a large fol-
Iov*":n^ into the Su'ehr.an Mountains, where he and his
fo'/.ov/ers :n:enr.arried v,-;th Afghan converts to Islam.
To the chief himself two sons were born, Lodi and Ghor,
borh destined to found houses famous in the history of
India. It was at this time that the Hindus first fought
with the Muhamrnadaris in the endeavour to repulse
the followers of Khalid bin Abdulla in their attack upon
Peshawar, the plain and hills around which frontier city
have t:i' lately witnessed so many hundreds of years of
continuous bloodshed. The Hindus repulsed the in-
vaders with such bravery that they were compelled to
form an alliance wkh the Ghakkurs, a tiibe of brave
mountaineers celebrated in frontier warfare from the
days of Mahmud of Ghazni to those of Ranjit Singh.
Thus aided, they were able to advance their outposts to
ihe neighbourhood of Peshawar, and to build the first
of many forts erected to command the famous Khaibar
Pass, and thus early the Afghans became a military
nation. In A.D. 712 the Arab general Kasim invaded
Sindh and settled in the Indus valley, of which the
Muhammadans retained possession till A.D. 828 ; these
conquests were, however, but partial and temporary, if
indeed more can be said of Muhammadan conquests
in any era of Indian history, and it was not till the